
Trump Down-Playing COVID-19 Cost 70 to 226 Thousand American Lives 
 

“We were expected to lose 2,200,000 people.  We saved 2 million people.” ~ Donald Trump 

 

As of election day 2020, a total of 230,995 Americans have died from COVID-19.  How well might we 

have done if Donald Trump had not considered it to be a hoax that was going away by itself? 
 

The table at the end of this article calculates the COVID-19 death rate per 1 million people for our closest 

allies, in 6 regions: 
 

North America  Canada 

Western Europe France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, United Kingdom 

Scandinavia  Belgium, Denmark, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland,  

Middle East  Israel 

Asia   Japan 

South Pacific  Australia, New Zealand 
 

If we had done as well as our allies, achieving the same death rate per capita, these would be the number of 

deaths and number of lives saved: 

                                                          If We Had Copied Our Allies 
 

                                                    
 

From 70,459 to 226,361 American lives would have been saved if he had just followed the lead of our 

closest allies.  He did worse than every single one of them.  The greatest economic power on earth came in 

last place! 
 

And his claim of having saved 2 million lives?  That means that if it weren’t for Donald Trump, we would 

now have 2,230,995 COVID-19 deaths out of a population of 331,002,651 for a rate of 6,740 per 1 million.  

That’s 14 times worse than every region inhabited by any of our closest allies on earth. 
 

Why in the world does he think we would be that inept without him?  We’re inept WITH him. 
 

Charlie Volkstorf 
Say The Obvious 
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